The relationship between minor asymmetry and early idiopathic scoliosis.
School scoliosis screening programmes have consistently produced large numbers of referrals with minimal trunk asymmetry which then must be assessed, evaluated and perhaps investigated and monitored over a period of time before it is felt safe to discharge them as 'non-progressive.' Beyond measures to reduce their number, they have received less attention than the more interesting cases requiring treatment or surgery, which they outnumber to a significant extent. Examination of the figures from a historical database shows that the patients have no greater probability of developing significant scoliosis than their 'normal' peers . So they should not be classed as scoliosis but they are still relevant to the broader picture of aetiology.